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STATE FINANCES — ASSET SALES 

867. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
Before asking my question, I acknowledge the students from Dawson Park Primary School, Forrestfield, who are 
in the public gallery here today. 

I refer to the Premier’s response on 18 September this year in the wake of losing the state’s AAA credit rating 
that “There will be a program of asset sales introduced very quickly.” 

(1) Will the Premier sell our state’s critical water infrastructure, including the desalination plants and 
sewerage treatment plants, as reported today? 

(2) If so, when; and, if not, why has the Treasurer indicated that he will? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(2) I do not think the Treasurer has indicated that at all. The state government announced a number of 

measures that it will undertake. Part of them relate to the bill passed in this house last night. Other 
measures are in place. One of those measures is to look in a very considered way at asset sales within 
government. At the time, I said we would not sell, for example, the Water Corporation or Western 
Power, but there may be assets within organisations that we could sell. No decision has been made on 
that. We will look at it and I expect at the time of the next budget there may be some asset sales 
underway. I know the Leader of the Labor Party has a strange position on this issue and his party may 
have a philosophical position about privatisation. I do not know that people are passionate about a 
sewerage plant remaining in public hands. I do not think it is the sort of thing people talk about over the 
weekend. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: There are degrees of assets. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: They talk about your effluent. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: That is charming! 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am just trying to answer the question because, clearly, the Leader of the Opposition does 
not grasp it. We could sell, for example, a water treatment plant but not the Water Corporation. I think people 
care about the Water Corporation, and I do too. We might sell a powerline dedicated to an individual mine—it 
does not need to be publicly owned—but we would not sell Western Power. There may be facilities at a port. 
Most of the port facilities around the state are private in any case. They are the sorts of things we will look at. 
We might even look at a power station, who knows? There are a lot of them. But we will not sell major 
government entities that are responsible for public services in Western Australia. We may sell some land. Are 
people passionate about that? That is the degree of asset sales. They can nevertheless be significant. As I and the 
Treasurer have said on numerous occasions — 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The discourtesy of this member is something to behold. Mind you, she was the one honest 
member of the debate last night. She was honest at one point. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: They are the sorts of assets we will look at. It will be done in a considered way and I 
expect that by the time of the next budget the Treasurer will be able to announce one or maybe several assets that 
the state will set about selling in an orderly sale process. They will not be organisations or utilities that deal 
directly with the public. They would be, if you like, backdoor infrastructure. When the state spends $7 billion or 
$8 billion a year on new assets and infrastructure, we cannot sustain that year in, year out, yet the demand is 
there. It makes some sense to sell assets that do not directly impact on the public in any way, and use those funds 
to help support the construction of new assets and infrastructure. 
 


	STATE FINANCES — ASSET SALES
	867. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier:

